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Instrumental Jazz at NNHS 
 

Jazz at NNHS has a long tradition of excellence, with three full jazz bands and various combos. These 
groups perform at school concerts, community events, and local, state, and national jazz festivals. The year 
culminates with our annual Swing Dance in April. As the Jazz Program is an extension of our curricular music 
program, students who are enrolled in curricular music often are set up for the highest levels of success and 
musical growth due to the daily fundamentals and instruction received in curricular band.  
 
Jazz Ensemble is the top auditioned jazz ensemble at NNHS. Participation is by audition and usually includes 
only sophomores, juniors, and seniors. The group rehearses Monday afternoons plus select days before school 
and/or during lunch hours. 
 
Jazz Band is the second of two auditioned jazz groups at NNHS. Jazz Band rehearses Wednesday afternoons as 
well as several before school rehearsals.  Jazz Band is a fantastic opportunity for students to listen, speak, and 
learn to play the jazz language at a high level.  Almost all Jazz Ensemble participants were once Jazz Band 
members. Participation is by audition, open to all grades, and includes only those students who can commit to 
the rehearsal schedule. This group performs at many of the same in-state venues and festivals as Jazz Ensemble. 
 
Jazz Lab is an introductory group open to all students interested in participating. All are welcome, including 
non-traditional jazz instrumentation. This is a non-auditioned group but does require a commitment to be at 
rehearsals on a regular basis.  Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings 6pm-8pm. 
 
Jazz Combos are created from smaller groups of musicians of approximately the same ability level. Rehearsals 
are scheduled before school, after school, or during lunch by the group members themselves. The combos are 
coached according to each group’s needs. 
 
Jazz audition materials will be made available at the start of school in late August. Auditions will take place in 
early November (TBA). 
 
Please reach out to us with any questions you might have at either kdobbeck@naperville203.org or 
khickman@naperville203.org.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. Kevin Dobbeck 
Mr. Kirk Hickman 
Naperville North Bands 
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